
Lesson 14: Let’s Compare

Standards Alignments

Lesson Purpose

The purpose of this lesson is for students to compare two-digit numbers based on the value of the tens
and ones digits and use “greater than” and “less than” to describe comparisons.

Addressing 1.NBT.A.1, 1.NBT.B.2, 1.NBT.B.3, 1.NBT.C.5, 1.OA.C.5, 1.OA.C.6
Building Towards 1.NBT.C.5

Teacher-facing Learning Goals

Compare two-digit numbers based on the
value of the tens and ones digits.

Use “greater than” and “less than” to
describe comparisons.

Student-facing Learning Goals

Let’s compare numbers.•

In this lesson, students use what they have learned about place value to compare numbers. In
kindergarten, students used the terms “more than,” “less than,” and “fewer than” to compare groups of
objects and numbers. In this lesson, students compare numbers using the language “greater than” and
“less than.” In the first activity, students represent two-digit numbers and then compare them. In the
second activity, students make sense of and critique the way others use the digits in two-digit numbers
to compare values.

Access for:

Students with Disabilities

Representation (Activity 1)

English Learners

MLR8 (Activity 2)

Instructional Routines

Choral Count (Warm-up), MLR2 Collect and Display (Activity 1)

Materials to Gather

Connecting cubes in towers of 10 and
singles: Activity 1, Activity 2

Materials from previous centers: Activity 3
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Paper clips: Activity 1

Lesson Timeline

Warm-up 10 min

Activity 1 15 min

Activity 2 10 min

Activity 3 15 min

Lesson Synthesis 10 min

Teacher Reflection Question

Today students used the value of the digits in
the tens and ones place to compare numbers.
Why is it important to encourage students to be
precise when explaining how they use the digits
in the numbers to compare?

Unit 4, Section C Checkpoint

Cool-down (to be completed at the end of the lesson) 0 min

Standards Alignments

Student-facing Task Statement

Lesson observations

Student Responses

Connect different place value representations.

Determine which two-digit number is greater or less.

Addressing 1.NBT.B.3

•
•
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