
Lesson 7: Use Objects to Represent Stories

Standards Alignments

Lesson Purpose

The purpose of this lesson is for students to use objects to demonstrate the actions of addition and
subtraction in stories.

Addressing K.CC.B.5, K.OA.A.1, K.OA.A.2
Building Towards K.OA.A.1

Teacher-facing Learning Goals

Represent addition and subtraction stories
with objects.

Student-facing Learning Goals

Let’s use objects to show what is
happening in the story.

•

In a previous lesson, students told and acted out stories. Representing a story with objects may be
more difficult because students have to understand the connection between the physical objects and
the objects in the story. To assist students in making this connection, the first activity begins with the
teacher acting out the story with representations of people such as toys or dolls and then transitions
into students using counters.

Throughout the lesson, students should identify what the counters represent, based on the context of
the story. The purpose of the lesson synthesis is to discuss how to use objects to represent addition
and subtraction in a story (MP2).

Access for:

Students with Disabilities

Representation (Activity 2)

English Learners

MLR8 (Activity 2)

Instructional Routines

Notice and Wonder (Warm-up)

Materials to Gather

Materials from previous centers: Activity 3

Two-color counters: Activity 1, Activity 2,
Activity 3

Materials to Copy

Playing On the Playground (groups of 30):
Activity 1

Math Stories Stage 2 Backgrounds (groups
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of 6): Activity 3

Lesson Timeline

Warm-up 10 min

Activity 1 15 min

Activity 2 10 min

Activity 3 20 min

Lesson Synthesis 5 min

Teacher Reflection Question

As students used objects to represent stories,
what evidence did you see that students are
making connections between the objects and
the things in the story that the objects are
representing?

Unit 4, Section B Checkpoint

Cool-down (to be completed at the end of the lesson) 0 min

Standards Alignments

Student-facing Task Statement

Lesson observations

Student Responses

Accurately retell a story problem in their own words.

Understand the action in a story problem and act it out or demonstrate it with objects or
drawings.

Use objects or drawings to represent a story problem.

Addressing K.OA.A.1, K.OA.A.2

•
•
•
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